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1.  people making a conscious effort
    2. to show up (in person) 
    3. to be able to do something together -to take some collective action
   4. to make some form of change 

…. Burrowing into the appendix tables of the American Time Use Survey [ATUS], she [the Atlantic's Ellen
Cushing] unearthed the fact that just 4.1 percent of Americans said they “attended or hosted” a party or
ceremony on a typical weekend or holiday in 2023. In other words, in any given weekend, just one in 25 US
households had plans to attend a social event.

The ATUS is a government questionnaire that asks a large sample of Americans how much time they spend
doing just about everything, including sleeping, working, grooming themselves, playing with their pets, and
going to parties. The latest ATUS estimates were published last month. The results emphatically affirm…
America’s social calendar is bare.

Between 2003 and 2024, the amount of time that Americans spent attending or hosting a social event declined
by 50 percent. Almost every age group cut their party time in half in the last two decades. For young people,
the decline was even worse. Last year, Americans aged 15-to-24 spent 70 percent less time attending or
hosting parties than they did in 2003

2. Priya Parker, The Art of Gathering (2018)
...Gathering - the conscious bringing together of people for a reason - shapes the way we think, feel and make
sense of our world. Lawgivers have understood [this]....in democracies, the freedom to assemble is one of the
foundational rights granted to every individual. In countries descending into authoritarianism, one of the first
things to go is the right to assemble. Why? Because of what can happen when people come together, exchange
information, inspire one another, test out new ways of being. And yet most of us spend very little time thinking
about the actual ways in which we gather

3. Rabbi Sharon Brous, ‘Train Yourself to Always Show Up’, New York Times, 2024
.....Showing up for one another doesn’t require heroic gestures. It means training ourselves to approach, even
when our instinct tells us to withdraw. It means picking up the phone and calling our friend or colleague who is
suffering. It means going to the funeral and to the house of mourning. It also means going to the wedding and to
the birthday dinner. Reach out in your strength, step forward in your vulnerability. Err on the side of presence.

4.  Dr Erica Brown, “The Hineini Moment’, 2015
Hineni connotes a readiness and acceptance of a mission or task that often portends danger. It does not appear as
often as one might suspect it would in the Hebrew Bible. It appears in three readings that frame the High Holiday
liturgy, a time when being present is particularly consequential and important. Sometimes it’s a call that God gives to
a human being when no one else is present, as in Genesis 22:1 or Exodus 3:4. But it doesn’t only have to be God
calling. Sometimes it is the response of a human being to the call of an angel or messenger, as in Genesis 22:11 or
31:11. Sometimes it’s said in response to a parent as in Genesis 27:1 or 27:18. Sometimes, as in the book of Esther, one
human being - in this case Mordechai to Esther - calls out to another to grow in leadership and influence.

We tend to focus on the response to a call rather the request itself. But the Bible invites us to invite.
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Genesis 22:1 (this and all subsequent translations from The Contemporary Torah, JPS (2006) 
                                                 Hineini Texts

Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test. He
said to him, “Abraham,” and he answered, “Here I am.”

ר יֹּ֣אמֶ  הָ֑ם וַ  רָ בְ ת־אַ סָּ֖ה אֶ   ים נִ לֹהִ֔  הָ֣אֱ לֶּה וְ אֵ֔ רִ֣ים הָ  בָ דְּ ר֙ הַ  חַ הִ֗י אַ וַיְ
י׃ נֵּֽנִ  ר הִ יֹּ֥אמֶ  הָ֖ם וַ  רָ בְ יו אַ לָ֔ אֵ

Then an angel of the LORD called to him from heaven:
“Abraham! Abraham!” And he answered, “Here I am.”

Genesis 22:11
הָ֣ם ׀  רָ בְ ר אַ יֹּ֖אמֶ  יִם וַ מַ֔ שָּׁ   ן־הַ אַ֤ךְ יהוה מִ  לְ לָ֜יו מַ  רָ֨א אֵ  יִּקְ וַ

י׃ נֵּֽנִ  ר הִ יֹּ֖אמֶ  הָ֑ם וַ  רָ בְ אַ

Genesis 27:1
When Isaac was old and his eyes were too dim to see,
he called his older son Esau and said to him, “My son.”
He answered, “Here I am.”

נ֣וֹ  שָׂ֣ו ׀ בְּ  ת־עֵ רָ֞א אֶ  יִּקְ אֹ֑ת וַ רְ נָ֖יו מֵ י הֶ֥יןָ עֵ  כְ ק וַתִּ חָ֔ קֵ֣ן יִצְ כִּֽי־זָ י֙    וַיְהִ
י׃ נֵּֽנִ  יו הִ לָ֖ ר אֵ יֹּ֥אמֶ  י וַ נִ֔ ו֙ בְּ י לָ ר אֵ יֹּ֤אמֶ  דֹ֗ל וַ גָּ הַ

Genesis 37:13
Israel said to Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing at
Shechem. Come, I will send you to them.” He
answered, “I am ready.”

כָ֖ה  ם לְ כֶ֔ שְׁ  עִ֣ים בִּ ךָ֙ רֹ חֶ֙י  וֹא אַ ל֤ סֵ֗ף הֲ ל־יוֹ אֵ֜ל אֶ  רָ ר יִשְׂ יֹּ֨אמֶ   וַ
י׃ נֵּֽנִ  וֹ הִ ר ל֖ יֹּ֥אמֶ  הֶ֑ם וַ י לֵ ךָ֣ אֲ  חֲ לָ שְׁ  וְאֶ

Genesis 46:2
 God called to Israel in a vision by night: “Jacob!
Jacob!” He answered, “Here.” קֹ֣ב ׀  ר יַעֲ יֹּ֖אמֶ  ה וַ יְלָ לַּ֔ אֹ֣ת הַ  רְ מַ ל֙ בְּ  אֵ רָ יִשְׂ הִ֤ים ׀ לְ לֹ  ר אֱ יֹּ֨אמֶ   וַ

י׃ נֵּֽנִ  ר הִ יֹּ֖אמֶ  קֹ֑ב וַ  יַעֲ

Isaiah 58:9
Then, when you call, the LORD will answer; When you
cry, He will say: Here I am. If you banish the yoke
from your midst, The menacing hand, and evil
speech,

ךָ֙  תּֽוֹכְ  סִ֤יר מִ  תָּ ם־ י אִ נֵּ֑נִ  מַ֣ר הִ יֹא וַּ֖ע וְ   שַׁ  ה תְּ נֶ֔ א֙ וַיהוה יַעֲ  רָ קְ אָ֤ז תִּ
אָֽוֶן׃ ר־ בֶּ בַּ֖ע וְדַ  צְ לַ֥ח אֶ  שְׁ ה  מוֹטָ֔

Exodus 3:1-4
(1) Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-law
Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the flock into the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
(2) An angel of the LORD appeared to him in a
blazing fire out of a bush. He gazed, and there was a
bush all aflame, yet the bush was not consumed.(3)
Moses said, “I must turn aside to look at this
marvelous sight; why doesn’t the bush burn up?”(4)
When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to look,
God called to him out of the bush: “Moses! Moses!”
He answered, “Here I am.”

ת־ הַ֤ג אֶ  יִּנְ יָ֑ן וַ  דְ הֵ֣ן מִ כֹּ נ֖וֹ  ר֥וֹ חֹתְ צֹ֛אן יִתְ ת־ עֶ֛ה אֶ יָ֥ה רֹ  שֶׁ֗ה הָ  א( וּמֹ
א יֵּרָ וַ֠ ה׃)ב(  בָ רֵֽ הִ֖ים חֹ לֹ  אֱ הַ֥ר הָ ל־ בֹ֛א אֶ יָּ ר וַ בָּ֔ דְ מִּ חַ֣ר הַ  ן֙ אַ צֹּא  הַ
נֶה֙ סְּ נֵּ֤ה הַ  א וְהִ יַּ֗רְ  נֶ֑ה וַ  סְּ ךְ הַ תּ֣וֹ  אֵ֖שׁ מִ ת־ בַּ לַ לָ֛יו בְּ  אַ֨ךְ יהוה אֵ  לְ מַ

נָּ֣א ה־ סֻֽרָ  ה אָ שֶׁ֔ ר מֹ יֹּ֣אמֶ  כָּֽל׃)ג( וַ   וּ אֻ  נֶ֥נּ י נֶ֖ה אֵ  סְּ שׁ וְהַ אֵ֔ עֵ֣ר בָּ בֹּ
נֶֽה׃)ד(  סְּ עַ֥ר הַ  לֹא־יִבְ וּעַ   דּ֖ זֶּ֑ה מַ   ל הַ גָּדֹ֖ אֶ֥ה הַ  רְ מַּ  ת־הַ ה אֶ אֶ֔ רְ וְאֶ
נֶ֗ה  סְּ ךְ הַ תּ֣וֹ  הִ֜ים מִ לֹ  לָ֨יו אֱ  א֩ אֵ  רָ יִּקְ א֑וֹת וַ רְ סָ֣ר לִ כִּ֣י  א יהוה  יַּ֥רְ  וַ

י נֵּֽנִ  ר הִ יֹּ֥אמֶ  שֶׁ֖ה וַ  שֶׁ֥ה מֹ  ר מֹ יֹּ֛אמֶ  וַ

Genesis 22:7
Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he
answered, “Yes, my son.” And he said, “Here are the
firestone and the wood; but where is the sheep for the
burnt offering?”

נִ֑י  נִּֽי בְ נֶּ֣  ר הִ יֹּ֖אמֶ  י וַ בִ֔  ר אָ יֹּ֣אמֶ  ו֙ וַ י בִ הָ֤ם אָ  רָ בְ ל־אַ חָ֜ק אֶ  ר יִצְ יֹּ֨אמֶ  וַ
ה׃ עֹלָֽ שֶּׂ֖ה לְ   יֵּ֥ה הַ   ים וְאַ צִ֔ הָ֣עֵ שׁ֙ וְ  אֵ נֵּ֤ה הָ  ר הִ יֹּ֗אמֶ  וַ

Questions
1.Who is asking someone to show up? Who is showing up?
2.What is the motivation of saying  ‘hineini’ in each case?
3.What aspects/characteristics in the call to show up help?
4.What does showing up mean in this context?
5.Anything else you notice...


